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domestic decencies, are today torn and tormented by the
devastation of war. In this hour of extreme peril your
repressed power has disclosed itself for the world to see.

We in India have had our own political anxieties and
can understand your troubles caused by the foreign powers
who are interested in carving out spheres of influence and
domination. Our sorrows have made us more mellow, our
trials more forbearing. In spite of all that is blasted into
our ears, we cannot help believing that things will look up
again. We, in our country, have been conquered by others
again and again, but we have outlasted them because of some
secret power which transforms defeat and makes it fruitful.
Political defeat is not failure of spirit. But loss of faith in
the things that survive the cruelties and insanities of man is
real defeat. You have suffered more calamities than any
other country but have always emerged from these ravages
and turned to those arts of peace with a humanity and forti-
tude characteristic of the China of the ages. The great sage
Lao Tzu describes the creative spirit of the universe as work-
ing on the principle: 'Production without possession, action
^without self-assertion, development without domination'*
You have cherished such a vision of life in the midst of a
world which is self-assertive and dominating.

We. in India, are still a religious people; many think
that we are more religious than we need be. At any rate
Tve have not yet lost faith in the values of spirit, in the moral
structure of society. Our sages declare: 'By unrighteous-
ness a man may thrive, may see many a good in life, may
conquer his enemies but unrighteousness is sure at last to
overwhelm and destroy him.' When Confucius proclaims
that the will of Heaven shall prevail, when Lao Tzu declares
that there is no getting past the Tao, when the Buddha
affirms that dhanna or righteousness is the only way to
welfare on earth as in heaven, they all mean that against the
rock of moral law world's exploiters hurl themselves even-
tually to their own destruction. The conviction of these
sages who have reflected on the meaning of human existence,
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